
A Desire for Dialogue

Podcasts and Forums as a 

Response to Media Polarization



The Trend
•A shift from more 

polarized forms of media 
to platforms that better 
facilitate meaningful dialogue



Perspective

• 10 years ago: 
Facebook as the new 
Aeropagus (Mars Hill) 
where our culture 
exchanges ideas 

• Acts 17:19-21



Question

• When did you join 
Facebook?  What were 
your reasons?

• Do you know anyone 
who has recently 
disengaged from it?  
What were their 
reasons?



Trend 
Indicators

• Political polarization in America

• Polarization of mainstream media 
and main social media platforms

• Leveling and decline of their usage

• Rise of alternative platforms



Political Polarization in America
May 5, CBS News
• "One-hundred percent of our focus is on 

stopping this new administration," 
McConnell said, adding, 
"We're confronted with severe challenges 
from a new administration, and a narrow 
majority of Democrats in the House and a 
50-50 Senate to turn America into a 
socialist country, and that's 100 percent of 
my focus."

• May 12 – ousting Liz Cheney from 3rd in 
command for opposing Trump, voting for 
impeachment
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Polarization • What part does the media 
have to play?



Polarization of TV



Polarization of 
Facebook
• Effect of algorithms

• From subscriptions to 
filtering news feed

• Customized ads

• Echo chamber



Polarization of Twitter



Polarization • How are people responding?



Decline of TV 



Slowing of Facebook Growth



Slowing of Facebook 
Engagement



Podcasts

• Accessibility
• Time, place

• multitasking

• Openness
• Variety of guests

• Based on topic, not view

• Intimacy
• Conversation, interview, dialogue

• Loyalty, building community



Podcast 
Examples

Pro-Grace

• Open conversations about abortion

Holy Post

• Tough topics, showing both sides

Joe Rogan Experience

• Interview diverse, alternative views

NPR

• Topics, experts, surpassing radio

New North Church 

• “Stewarding Your Words”



Growth of Podcast Use



Intensity of Podcast Use



Usage Compared



Rise of Reddit



The Shift

•Polarization & decline
of mainstream news
& social media

• Increased engagement
with platforms that
facilitate meaningful
dialogue



Significance

Desire for Dialogue

• Context of the pandemic 
– separation, controversy

• Where does conversation 
happen?

• Where do we look for 
information?



Our Calling
When & where does discipleship happen?

How & does evangelism happen?



Communication 
in Church
What is our primary means of 
communicating with our people?

• Advantages & Disadvantages…

• Considering forums

What about our preaching style?

• Learning from podcasts – interaction, 
questions, alternating speakers…

What kind of culture are we making?

• Crouch – on a small enough scale, 
nearly everyone can change the world



Communication 
in Church

• James 1:19 – Quick to listen, slow to 
speak, slow to become angry

• Romans 12:2 – do not conform…

• Romans 12:14 – try to live at peace

• Romans 14:1 – not quarrel over 
disputable matters

• Romans 15:7 – accept one another

• John 17:20-23 – unity as witness



Relevance to Project
Interviewing recent converts

• Focused topic – how & why they came to faith

• Diverse testimonies – gospel applications, stories, backgrounds
• Seeking to gain perspective, compassion, fluency

• Seeking to equip for evangelism, discipleship
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